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For the first time inHistory aHospital Ship has been built from the keel up* 
For years she was talked about, planned for, and at last started only to be delayed 
the war, then launched and new we have "THE MASTER HOSPISAL SHIP" of the World • 

She has joined the Atlantic Fleet in Guantanamo Bay, Cuba, with ten Navy Hurses 
and one Chief Rurse aboard. The historic fact and the great privilige has beenkeenly 
felt by every nuree and we only wish we could share this privilege with all our 
co*workcrs in the Corps. 

On Feb. ^5^1921 we left the deck for the first time,$the ship having gone into 
cosmdssion Deo. 26, 1920) anchored in the Deleware for 24 hra* in order to have our 
ecmpasses adjusted and at day-*light Feb. 16 steamed down the Delaware. Such happiness 
that at last the great day had arrived and we were eff I But much to our 8orrow,after 
reaching the Deleware Breakwater we had to return for repairs to the armature. That 
took another week but we found many many things to keep us busy for, did we not have a 
500 bed Hospital to equip fully from all sorts and kinds of surgical necessities to W 
Ward fumiihings &o T To a ntrse nho cares for organizing I laaow this means much. 
Supplies of eveiy kind had been placed aboard and the joy of setting up tmd equipping 
tee beautiful wards, Operating rooias, %-e,ear, llese & throat room. Diet Kitchen&c will 
ling be remembered by the first lucky nurses on the UiSlfliRELISP* 



Fleet? It can't be done I" It can 3and is being done succesfully and if every man tries 
as hard, is as ke«i concerning Navy Reg\;iiiations and deportment as the Navy Nurses, "Uncle 
8am"will be able to perform great deeds, for they look upon this as very serious work • 
not as a pleasure trip ^ and the dignity of their position is of great consequence to 
them. 

All on board thought we would be sea sick and we were watched closely. Bulletins 
carried by mouth to all parts of the ship if xeme one or more looked pale. Aside from 
three having a slight toueh of malMle-mer all proved theoiselves as good sailors as 
could be found. Even those who felt badly ivere pluclqr enough to report on duty every 
day and tried to throw off all ill feeling. 

But to describe to you this "Master Hospital Ship",- 
She is 485 l<a^# ^ ft.beam, has 64 water tight canpartments, and is so safe 
that could her funnels be plugged she could in safety go under like a sulanarine or 
she could be rolled over and would always right herself. A ship of about 10,000 ton 
displacement and painted white with a green stripe from stem to stem. This green 
stripe is the imiform of a military ship. Were she a Red Gross Hospital Ship, according 
to the provisions of the Geneva Conventions, she would have a red band instead of the 
green band. Painted on the side of her hull and on the side of her stack is a large 
red cross. 

Ivery thought has been given to the care of the sick and the practical manner In 
which everything has been arranged to save those in attendance is pleasant to think 
about^for,as we toiow, when time as well as the nurse's strength is savedit counts for 
effioiency. 

In the arrangem^it of the largest wards you will find the Quiet Room, Linen 
Room and Pantry, or Diet Kitchen, in one endlthe Dressing Room and Toilets at the other . 




(fee knowing Hoepital work can readily ajjpreciate this location of direeians being so 
thoiightfully grouped* Again looking ever our wards you will notice the lighting 
•ystem. In the ceiling are high soft lights and shaded so that the patient lying in 
bed does not look into a lij^t but it does s ine on loim froia behind* For reading or 
eonvenienoe of the ward officer a portable light fits into a socket onthe stanchion 
of the bed~one for the upper and one for the lower berth. Right lights, which we findi 
in nearly every institution high on the wall or ceiling are placed two feet from the 
deck and in every instance indicate a door# Overthe toilet door is a light having a 
brasa ahade in which is oxxt^^oilet^ and red glass modifies the glare* 

The^Quitt Rooaa" in each ward holds three patients and is arranged for the care 
of the very ill. A window is in the bulkhead giving the nurse full view of all that 
is going on should she be busy in the ward* A crib bed in tliis room provides ample pro4e 
taction for a helpless caee on a rough sea* 

The ventillation of wards is well taken care of, for aside from our high eeilings 
(high for a ship ) and v;indows opening into wide passage ways between the waxtiSjSO 
giving cross ventilation, we have many blowers and our ports are so luade that they can be 
thrown open as square ports -^all well screened with copper wire screening* 

But let us go into tlie Pantiy, or as you "land lubbers" call it ,the Diet Kitchenf 
lea I know you envy ue those little electric ranges ^ and they work beautifidly too* A 
•paoious wall table of galvanized iron extends allng two bulkheads & a deep porcelin 
flink is ih the one table while over the other are dish racks with compartments for 
plates bowla saucers and cupa#ao constructed that they are poked securely and safe in a it 
rolling sea* Hot, cold and refrigerated water are over the sinkf and all Pantries 
have refrigerators in which the coil system is used* Ice for ice caps may be obtained froa 
the plant and the ioecliamber is large enough for that also* 

Prc«E the wards I v/ould take you to the Hydrotheropy Room, beautifully tiled and 
completly outf ittedjto the Endoscopic room and then to the Diet Kitc^^eji* Now in the latter 
place I would give you an ice cold drink of fresh milk made today or a glass of 20 o/o 
creaaif you prefered it, or maybe the ice cream is finished -we will open the packer 
and see. You didn't know that a cow could give forth such a mixture to a freezer three 
feet away did you Tlell our mechanical bosay is a wonderful animal* 

Toil end I have often seen theaa e f the medical proff ession worried over the care 
and isolation of the Specific cases. On the Relief we have two wards of ¥) bade each 
placed on the Snd deck aft. Connecting is an acute treatment room with all necessary i 
instruments and. equipment. 

As the laundry is quite near let me take you there. I have seen laundries in a 
great many Hospitals but nana better built or equipped* It extends across the ship 
getting as much air and li»xt as is possible. The tiled decks and white bulkheads 
give a cleanatmoaphere to greet the eye.Qn the Port side are two i^^^f ^^^^J";^. *^ 
extractors and two tumbler dryera* In the centre in the drying room and the »jaron 
ke ttle. On the Starboard side are the electric irons and boards of every ^^J^ J;' 
Tari**y,also the big mangier* Below the laundry I would take you to ^IJ^JJ^Jf . 
.ort^%eom,then across the paaaage to l^^^^fPt^^-^^^^^ 
■achines and an electric marker are buay* Opening into the latter room is the linen 
■tore reviextending aoroaa the ship* 

If you are not toe tired climbing ladders let us return to the 2nd deck f^lyju hav 
yet to seiSe bagreem where all bak. & hammocks of incoming patients ^J^^^^^^^J^,. 

basgaee tag as a receipt* This tag t le patient gives to the nurse in cnarge 



^0 gives })1el in i cturn a key to his clothea locker and plaoes the baggage tag on 
the key board In the Idnen looker •Certain days end hours are aa signed each ward in the 
Baggage Bocorthat the patietito may go th their bags, tteae are girea them in a separate 
room and watched over by the M«AtA# 

We have a Uonyalesocrit Meea Hall run on the cafeteria systen* Food, in this w 

way f;eta to the paticoit luoro quickly, is hot and he can take v/hat he kaowo ho can i%nd will 
eat,-i2i tlile way waste ia elixalnated. Ac we camo down the ladder let us go up ^iio e i ie e 
elevatv.rt this being the main one connecting all decks frosa the Superstructure to tJke 
lledict.1 Store Room on the 2nd Platfona* The Medical Store Ivoom, by the way, is quite work 
seeing for, you mst rcmeobor, we aro a eourcc of medical supplies for the fleet* Xou 
are euprisod at the large stororooa and how well it is packed so bottles irill not roll 
•gainst one another nor off the shelves • This is the Port side arid on the Starboard ^ 
another rocHU is i:>acked v/ith gauze, cotton, stationary, rubber goods 6c. The Narcotic locker 
is between th two and here we keepthe poison8,narcotica,alcoholio0 jio« 

Before wo go to the ?4ain Deck let mc :ihow you tho Hold in v/ ich la stored 
a complete Field Hospital oquipnont, including tentsCfor a 200 bed hospital), ovens 
and every equipnisnt neodod even to on anbulance^It vfculd bo interostln£ for y^-u to look d> 
down this H Id but it is closed and would tcJco from J tp 10 nen tp open it# 

Hew we return to the Ilain l\.ck, --you reniomber that you came aboard here. 
Had you been a Navy Nurse yoi> ^ould have ealuted tho Flag as you came over tho side* 
Wo are proud of this hofeorand I have not yet grown so old^in years or in the Service, 
but that to look upon the Stars and Strides nuilcos little thrills nm. up aad down 
ny spine, and in ny heart I have always saluted "Our Flag". Tliat the tine has cceae 
whtww^ are a part of the ailil^iiry forces aiid are expected to carry out that military 
recoginiticm oakea us foel more than ever the love of country and its sablea# I will 
tell you secretly tho', that the rirot time of ro'jSizc^^ over the cidc cm liberty 

and saluting when you feel that the entire populationof tl^e surrounding country has 
spy glanroc leveled xivan ycn-l.s not the er.nient thing to do. However li!ce a cold both 
after the first plunge I liked it# 

Ob the Main Deck, forv/ard,we have tiie office of the Officer of he I^jr* 
On the Port side is a beautifully equipped. X Rc;/ Department. '^J.- raoia is lead lined 
80 that the rays will not penetrate to the Laboratory opposite, rpj^^ study room ccnnecta 

with the X ray Room b^jit the Developins Room is situated on tVc dock f'^^ f^ IfJ^^"^ 
Ung ^lani liT order that the room my be kept oooland ^oveloplivg m^^^ need not be 

and electrical ap'-^aratus. 

Loavli^- this Section and goiiag eft vre pase the Vt^^^'^i'^t.r^S,"^"'' 
and coma totheOre^e OaUcgr,on tho TnH^d thoOff leer's Galley ^^J^Jj,, 
Su Lnaii^ nre installed here as woU la the ^TSi; at^tioD. 

poiatopeelin^ room ae well aa the Q<x^o^nry Store rooa xo alee lo ated ^ Uil« 3ec^ 

Aa we go out in Oxe deck and c°^ti^»^%r,T.:^t'SfIL?:"iaS'RSr^^ 
the Line Off icers 'staterooma and ^J^^ jTe^to^ rfo^ th^^.tof «^tin« 

private rooos. then at thn .tern of the f^^JJff ^^^^/^^^^e^ to eoe our cninial 
plant. Here we will climb a ladder and at the top -'^^^^^J^^^'^^ all well takm 

houee wltJ. tho ahoe? parx o n ycsd. -f;^^ri^^^• ^^^.^'ith thenife on the rolling »• 
care of and with the appearance of beinc v^ry ..w-i cotiw^w 



From the Ariimal Houaa we paea through a little gate and coae out upon the Quaraiif^ 
tine deok* You will observe its locatidi* aft so the wind drives away all genae that 
are apt to loiter. This departnant is cut off from the nialn part cf the ahip and con 
be reached only Iqt laMeyelovator ooid by aexnall paaeage reaervod for the Staff only. 

In thle Dej^t# we have four wards with a total capacity of fk beds. Each ward is fully 
•quippodwith toileta^ eterilizore &c for the iaolaticn of different diseases* A diet 
kltchen,two rootas for Hosp.Corpffiaen and a room in which patieoits discharged shed their 3d 
soiled clothes, enter the disinfecting bath^ froci there go into the clean r^om and reofcive 
clean clovJiea ready for duty. 

Ota: croseinfi the littlo pas sago or bridge we coae out on the Upper Deckand pass 
the Ward and State rooms of the Medieal Officers* You will love Jie beautiful wi- e deck 
spaceoTid as we go f orv/ard you will notice at intervals along the bulihenda the silent call 
wystem.We liave reached the 3ick Officers I QiuirUors. Tnc lar^e chests <n> the dock contain 
steamer chairs for oonvalescing patients • As we enter the Sick Officers Quarters you are 
lapreocod vdth the large Ward Room with white curtains loangiiji^ cv^ry d^or viid port# the 
ohairs with their linen covera, the soft restful i;rc(m in the color t»<5hunc,anc' thooietal 
furniture which you take to be rmliogany.UE have eleven private roosa8,eacli fim^lchod with 
a crib bod, chair. Sec •Bvireau,ward-robo ^waahstand v/ith froah rtm/.ini; ater ovor which la 
a toilet cafainet.A telephone is to every roaa^ a portable light over evorj" bed and with 
the silent call cqitstm could any Hospital be more cosQ^letet 

All decks throughout the lloordtel are layod witli Bcttleshiplinolcufix aiad all comers 
are round csd .This ^mn thought to be on impossible task at firrt l^iit m vmy to.b found. 

If th^^re io anything o nurwe lovoo it is a beautiful operatinfj rooa.Oura takes in 
the hoightli of two decks, -is lighted by port holes anci e:rtcnd0 across the upper deck. 
As it is juat below tho Chart Houae, oi^erating at night would interfere aerioucly with 
the oteerini- of tho ships so, curtaL:i3 liave been dciOigjiCtl that con be worked under the glass 

and will cut off all light throvm from thlo part of .he ship. Tao roori io large enough 
to allowt\.'o tv^.ruticnf.. to be in prcfvreco at one time end over each table i s the ali^dow* 
less lig^^itliic* syctom. Of course in roiigh weather we naist hL.vc? uoena or lashing overythiiig 
fast 30 in tho tiled d^cVs are ^eleta to v;hich tiio operating tablea are laahed & aolutio a 

and inatvimflait tables are laade fast to Lhe bullchevda-euround \Thich are rodo plp.oed for that 
T>un^ose.The Operating eulte io so errtui^tiu U'lat tl.o openiting rocni need only be entered 
by those on duty.Ooming from the ele e.tor,or tho passago wcy,to Uio Cort side is the Strsr- 
iliaing room.which by the vey, lu beautifully fitt^: dtl tTfo instn^rent '>t-rlUt5ere,two 
dressing stcrilizer8,hct,cold 1^ distilled water taiks,and uteiiexl sterilizer -all run,or 
operated bu cl^cu icily- Acrosa xvom this is Uic inftruiient roor> «rci opening irto it 
is the ethcrisiiig roonrtnd here we have the electrically hoc.ted. blanket war^aor a, cabinet for 
all a^T3liancea&o»Looklng across to the Port side from )ioto yoii m^^^ fhe scn^b up ^^^^J' 
here v/e iiavc tho Izioo . ttacteemto for water control. From these Ir.st two rooms tind thro ti 
th,e main corridor one enters the Operating roo..i,--^o ifcm :ee, n««Bftrgero <^mt to the oter* 
iliaixig r4om nocd r-ct cauao oonftioionnor carry dust into that all iiiportrJit sr^aoe. 

I know ^ cu have I con wandering all this time where c>-d how our nurf^es iive.Tou have 
been over the greater ncrt of .he ship but you saw .10 trace of nurses living-space. 
Right there is v/Lero the dosigr.er wp.b most most thoughtful and kind, for he placed m 
^re we woul( b« miiet and Interfttoed with the least by the paseir^ to ana fro of t^e 
personnel. On the Supcre tructure deck let me show you- not <mly whore th- ^^^^^^ 
Se Itester of tho 3hi. iivo^ but our delights (Quarters. Our Jard Room rune e.crosa .he s 
shin givin^s u. air end vie., from both sides -th t is wo get the vi^ ^'^J^^^ach live 
ixchor end ^ the boats are da^. Five Stataroon. open into the {^J^^^^^^^^ 
two nurses. These roo:.B ere fitted with two bertha, upper .uid ^^.^f^^^^^^ ^"^^^ ^"^^ ' 
two toilet lockora,^ good 3...xl ..rd-robe a.ul .P.sL^ste,>-ct r..n ^^^V^^^^^^^^ 

Openini^ into tho Ward-ro<m also, is our Pantry, or you would caU i^-a ^^^f . 

dZ^sSu passage is the Chief nurses Stateroom, then come the baths and tollets.lt 1 



10 ftll «rJ c^act am most dellf.htful in evary w»y and iff^Qr one would ever think that 
nurse? if^ndj^ not be happy iDt euoeeaful coa this delightful dutyie quite btqrcnd our 
reeaonlng^ Of oourae every <Mie may not be no fortunate in having »o wonderfully 
kind f?nd % Caittnandijftg end E^Icecutive Officer* or delightful ©:id <j?vor ihcughtful 

•hlpR>5.tec: as ve have but ve hope they will and in closing I ccn or-ly urish that you 
all will feel s.s interested in this fCH SHZPtyours nnd islne^ vo are and thi^b you 
will come and see her for yourself when she returns to the States # 



